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shown that the gains of ten-year-old girls varied from five
to fourteen pounds a year depending on whether the girls
weighed fifty or ninety pounds at the beginning of the ao-e
period.2' Obviously, the average gain of 7.6 pounds per
year for girls of this age would be unsatisfactory as a
standard inasmuch as
growth in weight is more dependent on weight attained than on
chronological age.3
This is especially true during the years in which boys in-
crease in weight from thirty-two to sixty-eight pounds, and
girls from thirty-two to sixty pounds.
It has been noted that girls grow a little faster than boys.
The typical six-year-old girl has a development of the bones
about as mature as the typical seven-year-old boy.
Feeble-minded children show a continuous body growth
toward maturity but seldom reach the qualitative and quan-
titative development of normal children. This generaliza-
tion probably applies to hereditary feeble-mindedness rather
than to feeble-rnindedness caused by accidents of birth, dis-
ease, and other environmental factors. One of the most
striking facts that has been shown by recent study of the
growth o£ individual children is the tremendous variation.
Some children grow slowly, others fast; some grow slowly in
height and rapidly in breadth; some grow fast one year and
slowly the next year. During the primary period, however,
the child's height is likely to be more constant in relation to
his group than during the later years of childhood. Two
boys may remain within one inch of the same height up
to the age of eleven and then one of them shoot ahead, until
by seventeen he is much taller than his classmates.
Teeth. — During the sixth year the first of the permanent
teeth, which were already partly developed at birth, push
their way through the gums back of the temporary molars.
These first permanent teeth are often referred to as the six-
year molars. The permanent front teeth (incisors) are
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